AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

show of moral sanctity/5 which was alien to
the nature of political things, to the potential
might of Germany, for example. England and
France, the two initiating Powers at Geneva,
were never really at one in this policy, and I
have often wondered if we were wise in with-
drawing our guarantee to France when the
United States withdrew hers. Neither the
policy of conciliation, for which in the main
we stood, nor the policy of coercion, for
which in the main France stood, was thoroughly
tried out. We ought, as Mr. Lloyd George
truly says, to have applied the revisionary
powers of the Treaty with far greater vigour.
We did scale down reparations and shouldered
more and more of the financial burden. We
went to dangerous lengths in unilateral
disarmament. We tried hard to believe that
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